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Message from the Principal  
 

First of all, I would like to wish you all a belated happy and prosperous 2010!  
 

Due to the snow closing us on the last day of last term, it was impossible for departing colleagues from NRA 
to say a formal goodbye to both students and fellow staff.  We wish Mrs Bower (Assistant Vice Principal), Mr 
Cross (Assistant Vice Principal), Mr Potter (Head of Science) and Miss Foakes (Teacher of English and for-
mer Head of Year) the very best for the future and thank them tremendously for all their hard work at our 
Academy.  A highlight of this half -term will be our production of Arthur Millerôs ñThe Crucibleò in our Main 
Hall on 27, 28 and 29 January.  Details of tickets are included later in this newsletter.   
 

As always, uniform is highlighted as an essential means of promoting pride in the Academy and in our stu-
dents.  Please note the attached guide to our high expectations with regard to appropriate uniform.  
 

Best wishes  
 

Parenting Group  
 

Please note that the Parenting Group has been cancelled so the dates in the NRA Community Brochure  
no longer apply. 

Students who have gained 85% and above in AR quizzes this week are: (a star next to 
the name denotes 100% was gained): 
Emma Steel, Bradley Tearle*, Kelsea-Lee Barratt*, Ricardo Miragliotta*, Lucy Parker, 
Ashleigh Vaughan, Daisy Egg*. 

 

Since September 11,432,013 words have been read. 
The winners of the Tutor Group of the Week are 7C.  They read 7 books last week. 
This weekôs Word Wizards are 9R - they read 127,786 words last week. 

Extended Schools - Varied Menu of Activities - Extra Curricular Learning Programme  
 

During the course of the Autumn term, numerous activites both at lunchtime and after school have been on offer and 
enjoyed by students across all year groups.  Presently 52% of students regularly attend activities, clubs or pro-
grammes that have supported attainment and boosted learning skills in a variety of ways. 
 

Activities such as Archaeology, Science Club, a range of PE clubs, Drama, Craft and Science OCR National en-
hancements have proved to be just some of the activities that have been particularly popular. 
 

At the start of this term, students will be issued with the Spring Term Extra Curricular Learning Programme brochures 
which continues to be available on our Academy website.  A revised programme which includes new activities, clubs 
and specific examination revision sessions alongside exciting new activities, again aims to make a positive impact on 
our students. 
 

I hope that you as parents / carers continue to support your son / daughter in participating in as many activities as 
possible during the coming months.  The extra curricular learning programme is an integral feature of our Extended 
School provision and one in which we always seek to respond to requests through student voice. 

Black Blazer with NRA Logo*, plain white school shirt, NRA tie *, plain black trousers, plain black socks, plain black 
skirt (girls only), plain black or skin coloured tights (girls only), plain black v-neck sweater or cardigan, plain black 
sensible shoes, NRA outside jacket*.      
NO hooded tops, hats, caps or denim.  NO jewellery on grounds of safety and security (except for watches and one 
small plain sleeper or stud for pierced ears, no more than one per ear.  Nose studs, tongue studs and other facial 
piercings are not allowed.  DISCREET make-up is permitted.  NO nail varnish except for clear.  Hair should be neat 
and tidy.  Extreme or attention seeking styles are not suitable e.g. coloured/streaked/shaved/highlights/extensions/
hair braids are not acceptable. 
PE Uniform - short sleeved polo shirt with NRA logo*, PE rugby top with NRA logo (boys only)*, PE fleece with NRA 
logo (girls only)*, black shorts, long black socks, football or hockey boots, trainers.   
*These items must be purchased from the Academy. 



Where to find us: -                                            
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are open 8.00 am -6.00 pm Monday to Friday 51 weeks a year.  Each Childrenôs Centre is different, offer-
ing a network of services according to the needs of local families.  Please feel free to come and look 

around.  

Family Outreach Workers  
We are based in the Childrenôs Centres to offer support to families with children aged 0-5 years, either in 
the home or at the Childrenôs Centre.  If you would like an informal chat about any concerns regarding your 
children or require any information regarding the Childrenôs Centre please contact:- 
 
Sophie Fenton     Pearl Brookes                                       Cathy Davies  
07920 280 967    07500 864 614                                        07798 843855 
sophie.fenton@4children.org.uk pearl.brookes@4children.org.uk            catherine.davies@4children.org.uk 

Harlequin Childrenôs Centre  
Spa Road 
Witham 
Essex 
CM8 1NA  
Telephone:  01376 535270 
 
(Beside Powers Hall Schools with 
free parking at Spa Road Shops)   

Diary Dates  
 

  Thursday 14
th
 January 1.00-2.00pm:  Jobcentreplus Drop-In 

  Wednesday 27
th
 January 1.30pm:  Nursery Nurse Drop-In 

  Wednesday 3
rd

 February 1.30pm:  Nursery Nurse Drop-In 

  Wednesday 17
th
 February 1.30pm:  Nursery Nurse Drop-In 

NRA BREAKFAST CLUB - FROM MONDAY 11 JANUARY 2010  
 

A new initiative to NRA will be the trial introduction, this term, of a Breakfast Club made available to all 
students.  This will run between 8.00 and 8.30 a.m. in the dining area and commenced on Monday 11 

January.  Students should report to Student Reception each morning so that they can be allowed access 
into the Academy grounds and through to the dining area. 

 

The cost per student, per day, will be a minimal charge of 40p for a bowl of cereal, 40p for two slices of 
toast and 20p for a cup of fruit juice.  In accordance with our ñHealthy Schools Statusò fruit juice, toast 

and a selection of cereals will be available in order to ensure that our students receive a nutritious break-
fast that prepares them for learning for the day ahead.  

 

We anticipate that students and parents / carers will support this venture and regard this as a beneficial 
inclusion of the extended services that we provide at NRA. 

 

In closing I would like to wish you all a very happy new year. 
 

Mr Slatter 
Accelerated Learning / Extended Schools Coordinator 

PLANNERS 
 

A survey was conducted from a selection of students in every Tutor Group last term.  Congratulations to the vast 
majority of students who keep their planners  in very good condition and ensure they are signed by all concerned.  

A small minority of students have graffiti on their planners - they will be asked to replace them (at a cost of £3) from 
their Tutor or Head of Year. 

 

Thank you for your continued support - Mr Pulman  
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mailto:pearl.brookes@4children.org.uk
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PM 

11:00 - 12:30  

  

  

Breast Feeding Support -  Meet new mums and learn about the  

benefits of Breast feeding & share experiences . 

1:15 - 2:45  Powers Hall Junior School ð Every 1 st  and 3 rd  Monday  

Starting 4/1/10  

5:00 - 6:00  

Quiet Time Activities ð After a busy day at work or at school, why not 

wind down with a board game or a book with your children?  
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9:30 - 10:30  

11:00 - 12:00  

Messy Play (session 1) Why not come along & see how messy you can be?  

Messy Play (session 2) Come along, have fun and get messy.  

PM 

1:30 - 2:30  

  
Story & Song Time -  To encourage childrenõs listening, 

language and literacy skills.  

 

3:00 - 5:00  Moving Mountains ð support group for children with additional  

needs and their families  
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10:00 - 12:00  

  

  

Multi Nations Toddler Group ð an open group for families  

from around the world   

PM 

1:00 - 3:00  

  

  

New Beginnings ð A group for expectant  mums and babies up  

to 1 years old (siblings welcome)    

3:30 - 4:30  After School Play ð Crafts, games and activities for families and chil-

dren up to 8 years.  
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8:00 - 9:00  Tea and Toast ð Come along for tea, toast and a chat.  

Starting 7/1/10  

9:00 - 11:00  

Childminder Planning And Play Drop In ð A play session for   

Childminders and their children (with NCMA).  

  

PM 

1:00 - 3:00  Stay and Play ð Fun and crafts for the under 5õs 
  

  

1:30 - 3:00  

  

  

Mobile Messy Play ð Mobile  mess is your way, get out of the  

house and come and play! At Hatfield Peverel Village Hall  
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10:30 - 12:30  Witham Twins and Triplets Club - Group for  parents/carers  

with two or more to support, chat and exchange ideas!  

  

PM 

Starting 8/1/10  

1:30 - 2:30  

Baby Massage ð Communicate and bond with your baby in a  

relaxed friendly atmosphere.   Please ring to book your place.  
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Starting 9/1/10  

10:00 - 11:30  

Little Kicks ð For dads and their  children to have fun (working with Val-

ley Green Football Club).   Every 2 nd and 4 th  Saturday.  

Harlequin Childrenõs Centre  

Spa Road, Witham, Essex, CM8 1NA.  Tel: 01376 535270  

http://www.kraftykidsclasses.co.uk/resources/c.png
http://www.kinderplay.net/Images/Clipart/activities_clip2.gif
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By Arthur Miller  

An amateur production by  
New Rickstones Academy  

is presented by  
arrangement with 

 Josef  Weinberger Ltd. 

Wednesday 27th Jan, Thursday 28th Jan & Friday 29th Jan. 
7.30pm start, doors open at 7pm 
Tickets - Adults : £6    Child/Concession: £4 

The Crucible is set against the backdrop of  the Salem witch hunts and trials in the late 17th 
century.  Set in this Massachusetts town, it tells the story of  the witch hunts which were started 

by false accusations from young girls in the town.  Many townspeople were hanged on false 
charges of  witchcraft.  Miller brings out the absurdity of  the incident with the themes of  truth 
and righteousness.  �7�K�H�V�H���W�K�H�P�H�V���D�U�H���F�R�Q�Y�H�\�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H�V���R�I ���0�L�O�O�H�U�·�V���P�D�L�Q���F�K�D�U�D�F��

ter, John Proctor.  

Tickets are available from Community Reception before and after school up to 4.30 p.m.  Tickets can also be pur-
chased by posting the attached tear-off slip below along with payment (in an envelope) in the payment box outside the 
Staff Room.  These tickets will then be returned via registers.   Cheques should be made payable to New Rickstones 

Academy. 
éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
 
Student Name ééééééééééééééééééééééééé   Tutor Group ééééééééééééé.. 

 

Please provide me with the following tickets: 
 
      Adult @ £6  Child/Concession @ £4 
 

Wed 27 January 7.30 p.m.  ððððð   ððððð  
Thur 28 January 7.30 p.m.  ððððð   ððððð 
Fri 29 January 7.30 p.m.   ððððð   ððððð 
 

Total Amount Enclosed £ ððððð 


