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Message from the Principal
My column this week goes over to Mr Lovell, Community Coordinator at NRA:
Dear Parents / Carers

As you know as the former school and New Rickstones Academy, we have been so proud of our community provision,
particularly in terms of evening courses for students and adults alike.

As a fApreviewd of the extension rprovi si

early our anticipated new courses. These include:
. The creation of our ASamba Bar i\%ro
The creation of NRAos own Gosp*'a; _hoi

.

. Our new cheerleading course;

. The creation of a six-week programme through which we can offer a recording studio provision for those who wish
to record their own musical performance.

Full details of these activities and many more will come in the final week before Easter as part of our usual NRA Commu-
nity Magazine, which every student will take home following a special assembly based upon our community provision.

Mr M Lovell
Head of Music
Community Coordinator at NRA

CAREER ACADEMIES

On Friday 5" February the Career Academy students
| visited the head office of Concession-online and the
managing director Steve Brooks. He is the chair of our
advisory board and has been working alongside us
since last June to develop our Career Academy.

Upon their arrival the students placed their previous
classroom work into context as they are all studying a
BTEC in personal business and finance. They asked
Steve a series of questions about the workload, man-
agement structures and progression of his companies.
Steve also manages Stormwave, Blueprint projects and
the i-centre. They discussed the recession and the ef-
fects that this has had upon the companies and the changes that they have had to make, the students asked about inter-
view technigues and gained some information to help them in the future.

The students then had the opportunity to discuss the structures with members of the various teams including sales and
marketing. The students gained an insight into the individual job roles that the employees take and how the business
works together.

In the latter part of the morning the students had the opportunity to meet Laban Roomes who appeared on Dragons Den.
When appearing on the programme he presented his businesses as Midas Touch which has now been renamed Gold
Genie. He was given 60 thousand pounds for a 40% share in his company and he presented to the students his experi-
ence on the programme and what he has learnt. The students also had the opportunity to ask him questions about devel-
oping his business and his past achievements.

Photographed above (from left to right) are: Francesca Ray, Adele Cooper, Kayleigh Miller, Laban Roomes, Ben Miller,
Steve Brooks, Connor Heffernan and Ashlee Boardman.

Mrs Roue




Muppetryo at Boal s T
Residential Home and Spring Lodge

A group of Sixth Formers |perfo
Spring Lodge Pre-School and the residents of the
Boars Tye Residential Home on Friday 12 February.

After having to change the piece to fit into the space
provided, the residents really enjoyed the perform-
ance, joined in with the movements and the songs and
understood the humour within the piece.

Well done to all the performers.
Sammie Clunie, Arts Ambassador

Attendance
| am very pleased to say that the Cineworld tickets finally arrived and the letters have all been sent
home to our 100% attendees for last term. | hope you enjoy a film and once again congratulations to
you all.
Can | remind parents/ carers that you need to cofptact
absence unless told otherwise by a member of staff. If your child has a medical appointment, where
possible can you please have them come to school before and after the appointment.
We are working hard at the Academy to keep on improving attendance and attainment and appreciate
your continued support. Thank you.

Midday Assistant Vacancies

Do you have an hour a day to spare to supervise students at NRA during their lunch break?

We are looking to appoint two midday assistants to work as part of our successful team to ensure the safety,
welfare and good conduct of students at lunchtime - 12.15 to 1.15 term time only. £7.04 per hour. Benefits
include private health scheme and Gateway reward scheme.

For job description and application form please contact Sue Wright, HR Manager at NRA
on 01376 515756 ex 230.

Thank you.

Year 7 Examinations

In the week beginning Monday 8 March we will be holding Year 7 examinations. These are intended to pro-
vide students with an opportunity to experience the conditions of formal examinations as well as providing
subject teachers with an important assessment. Here at NRA we are continuing to look at a variety of ways of
assessing students so that teaching can be tailored to their needs. Subject teachers will be providing stu-
dents with information about the tests as well as offering advice about any revision needed. The examina-
tions will be no longer than one hour per subject and will include some in-class practical assessments for
some subjects.  Dr Drane

Uniform Reminder
Now that the weather is not so cold, please would students return to wearing the NRA jacket instead of other
coats and please do not wear Ugg Boots (even under trousers).

A reminder that black shoes are to be worn - trainers and plimsoles are not permitted.

Thank you for your support. Mr Pulman

Netball Coaching

During half term some of our students gave up Thursday to
take part in a netball coaching session - run by Maggie

Jackson who coaches AThe Maverickso. Al t hough it |lwas
wet day, the girlsé spirits were not dampened. W[l |
Aimee Smith, Bryony Murphy, Chantelle Hedman and Ab-

bie Hollick.

Miss Pasquale




