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Message from the Principal   
 

Certainly, in my day, at school lunchtimes could sometimes be a boring (and cold!) experience in 
which the start of afternoon school was anticipated gladly.  Here at NRA we have an extensive range 
of activities which keep our students occupied and educated across the lunchtime break.  Our 
Lunchtime Clubs Coordinator (Ms Bridge) has brought together a varied selection of activities such 
as:- 
 

Cheerleading; 

Art Club; 

Animal and Wildlife Club 

Rock Band / Garage Band Activities 

Table Tennis 

Board Games 

Myth and Mystery Club 

Beginners Spanish 

Craft Club 

Football Tables 

Top Gear Club 

5-a-side Football 

Christian Youth Club 

Homework Club 
 

I am delighted to inform you well in advance that as we head off towards the second complete year as an Academy we 
have organised a whole Academy traditional panoramic photo to be taken at the beginning of the Summer Term.  From 
time to time it seems fitting that students can look back upon their time at school in the context of the institution as a 
whole and particularly in terms of those who taught and supported them. 
 
Weather permitting the photo will take place on Friday 23 April and will include every student and every member of staff - 
it should be a wonderful memento of NRA in 2010.  The photo will measure 20ò x 8ò or 30ò x 12ò and will cost between 
£25 and £60 depending on whether you order an unmounted, mounted or framed print.  I hope that you will consider this 
to be a good investment for future reminiscing! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

New Rickstones Academy Parent Voice Group   
óMeet the Governorsô 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

During the  Yr 8 Parents evening  on Monday 8 March, we are holding a special óMeet the Governorsô event. 
 

If you wish to find out more about the role of the Academyôs Governing body please come along and have a 
chat with one of our governors, who will be more than pleased to talk about their involvement in the Acad-
emyôs organisation.  The venue for this event will be the canteen and it will take place between 6.30 p.m. & 
7.30 p.m. 
 

We look forward to meeting you there 
 

Many thanks 
 

Steve Harwood 
Parent Governor 



CURRICULUM THEME DAY : THURSDAY 11
TH

 MARCH 
 

Our fourth Curriculum Theme Day of the year will be the most varied and exciting we have yet managed 
to organise.  Neil Arksey, who is not only a famous childrenôs author having written books such as 
óMacBô and óPlaying on the Edgeô, but also a successful scriptwriter for TV programmes such as Cross-
roads, River City, Family Affairs and Mile High, will be with us for the day.  In addition our students will 
be working with a paralympian, a number of people from the world of business and two educational con-
sultants.  
 

Thursdayôs programme will be : 
 

Years 7 and 8:  óThe Snowgooseô as a work of literature and what it tells us about the    
   people of Essex at the time of Dunkirk. 
 

Year 9 :   International Day 
 

Year 10 :   Numeracy in the Fashion Industry 
 

Year 11 :   Workskills Units 5, 6 and 7 : How to make sure that you get that Interview  and are       
 successful ï practical work with members of the business community 

 

The starting and finishing times of the day are as normal and students will be told on Wednesday where 
they should register on Thursday morning. 
 

Mr Long  

Green Week  
 

Following the success of our third Green Week 
at NRA, we are pleased to announce we have 
fulfilled one of our pledges during our aware-

ness campaign and sponsored 1000 rainforest 
trees through the WWF.  Ellie Ewenson sent 

the money she had donated to Green Week by 
her family to the WWF on Friday.  It helps sup-
port the WWFôs target of safeguarding 1 billion 

trees through donations.  Well done to Ellie 
and a big thank you to her family for their do-

nations to this important cause. 
 

Miss Thomas 

Lunchtime Clubs  
   

  

 
 
 
 

I am pleased to inform you that Homework Club is now available on Monday / 
Wednesday /  Thursday lunchtimes between 12.30 and 1.00 p.m. in S2. 
 

If anyone is interested in joining a lunchtime Chess Club please let me know 
or tell your tutors. 
 

Mr Hughes is now running a Top Gear Club on Wednesday between 12.30 
and 1.00 p.m. in L15.   Thank you,  Ms Bridge 

Students who have gained 85% and above in the AR quiz-
zes this week are: (a star next to the name denotes 100% 
was gained). 
 

Victoria-Jayne Albone, Matthew Faram, William Ferns*, 
Katie Galley*, Rhea Pearson, Rebecca Stracey, Ocean 

Anderson*, Casey Barry, Ben Hindley*, Morgan Harvey*, Elizabeth Johnson*, Luke Wood*, Mia Wood, 
Lauren Wright*, Rebecca Wellard, Madeleine Cook, Jamie Pearce, Brandon Harvey, Alisha Hooper, 
Oliver Cooke, Samuel Goldsmith*, Michael Jenkins*, Elise Smith. 
 

Since September 19,232,348 words have been read. 
 

702 books have so far been read. 
 

The winners of the Tutor Group of the Week are 7C.  They read 15 books last week. 
 

This weekôs Word Wizards are 8N who read 371,143 words last week. 
 

Mrs Ashdown. 

Student Voice  
 

The Student Voice Development Group has been 
continuing to meet each week to discuss the roles of 
students across the Academy and developing a Stu-
dent Handbook which will include a detailed view of 

roles which students can be involved with which 
should be coming out soon. 

 

Also, we are setting up a student suggestion email to 
allow you to email us with your ideas and comments. 

 

Thank you 
 

Ami-Louise (Student Governor) 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=stig
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=chess


Business Immersive Day -  1 March 2010  
 
12 students from New Rickstones Academy and Maltings Academy took part in the inaugural 
Sixth Form business competition between the two academies as part of the immersive day cal-
endar at NRA.  The four teams had to devise a suitable strategy for the fictional David Richards, 
a businessman who wanted to launch a travel service to cater for the needs of American Tour-
ists visiting London; Think London, The Elite Traveller, Regal Tours and Royal Britain were the 
four ideas pitched to a panel of judges and included information on the target market for each 
firm, the proposed revenue and expenditure as well as the profit situation at the end of the first 
two years of trading and future opportunities for expansion into different UK cities as well as 
destinations in Western Europe.   
 

The teams worked for four hours investigating and discussing the different options available to 
David before having to present their finished proposals, enduring detailed questioning from Mr 
Pulman, Miss McManus and Miss Webster.  After an impressive display of business knowledge 
and presentation skills the winning team were crowned as The Elite Traveller, from Maltings 
Academy with team members Gemma Cranstone, Kelly Martin and Chloe Martin Smith.  Well 
done to all those involved as it was a particularly intensive day and the students produced some 
excellent work with a number of inventive and original ideas, with special thanks to Mr Pulman, 
Mr Davies and Miss McManus. 
 

Miss Webster, Head of Business 

An update from Career Academies  
 

Recently year 11 were presented the overall program involved with Ca-
reer Academies and how this runs at New Rickstones Academy. The 
Chair of our local advisory also attended to discuss his involvement with 
the program. This is an exciting venture that we are undertaking and the current year 12 stu-
dents studying personal business and finance will be taking their 6-week internships this sum-
mer.  If any year 11 students are interested and would like more information about this and what 
they would expect to experience over the 2 years please feel free to see me.  I would also like 
to extend this opportunity to any parent or guardian that would like extra information. An eve-
ning is currently being planned where all of our businesses and Career Academies representa-
tives will be present for you to ask questions. 
 

We are currently working on our website that we won in a competition at the end of last year. 
This is an exciting venture to be working closely with one of our businesses and we hope to 
launch this soon. Keep an eye on the academy website for the link. 
 

Next week one of our business partners, Janet Fairlie-Vogt from Somerset Entertainment, will 
be working with our Career Academy girls and focusing on girls in industry. This is another ex-
ample of how we are working to shape the education to suit our students.  
 

Mrs Roue 
Career Academy Coordinator 

Tree Felling  
 

You may have noticed that a number of trees have been felled during the course of this week.  
This is in preparation for the building works which will shortly be commencing.  Please be as-

sured that although this is unfortunate, it is absolutely necessary and new trees will 
be re-planted to compensate for the loss of these ones. 

 

Thank you. 
 

Mr Draper, Facilities Manager 



On Monday 1 March, as part of the Immersive Day, Year 11 Pathway A students did a ñGarden 
Makeoverò at NRA.  It took under 5 hours from planning to finish - an incredible achievement! 
 

ñThere were dead plants everywhere - it was very dirty and muddy!ò   Jimmy Flack 
 

ñIt was good because it helped us work better as a teamò   Sarah Chambers 
 

ñ10 out of 10 for this activity.  We made everything look healthierò   Molly Griffiths 
 

ñIt was nice to be out of a classroom and in the fresh air, and we made a differenceò   Ian Heatley 
 

ñI made the signs and certificates to reward themò   Julie Harris 
 

ñI asked the tree surgeons if we could use the woodchips for the flowerbeds and planted the flowersò 
             Gemma Dobson 
 

ñWe planned before we started, problem solved with money and time, worked as a team and pre-
sented it to the teachers afterwardsò    David Hall 
 

ñWe were really impressed by the studentsô ingenuity  and hard work - we felt part of their teamò 
          Mr Pulman / Mr Zeffie / Mr Clarke 

BEFORE THE MAKE -OVER 

AFTER THE MAKE -OVER 


